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Thinking of creating an online course, but
not sure which is the best learning course
platform to use?

This is a big decision, and it's one youlll
probably want to make BEFORE you start

creating your course.

But, Google “online learning software™ and
you may quickly become overwhelmed!
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There are tons of amazing,
user-friendly options out
there, and there is no one
right or wrong option...just
ones that are best for YOUR
situation.

This guide will help you figure
out your options for hosting
your online course...so you
can get your course up and
running ASAP!
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3 Options for Hosting Your Online Course

There are a ton of different companies
that offer online course software M Udemy_
(otherwise known as learning

Management systems, or LI\/IS’S). Some

of the most common ones you may

have heard of are Udemy, Thinkific and T H I N |< | F I C
AccessAlly. Regardless, they fall into

three main categories: course

marketplaces, hosted courses or self- éqccessq"y”‘

hosted courses.
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1. A Course Marketplace

This is one of the easiest ways to get your course up and
running fast, with little to no “techy” skills.

With a course marketplace, you basically sign up and
immediately start creating the content for your course.
The main disadvantage is that you'll need to pay a
percentage of your earnings as transaction fees to the
company.

You also won't be able to host your course on your own
website..meaning you'll have less control over your site
design and format, and your course will actually be
hosted on the marketplace domain (for example,
www.udemy.com/yourcourse).
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2. A Hosted Course

This Is another easy way to create a course
quickly and easily. In fact, in terms of usabillity,
this option is pretty much just like using a course
marketplace.

The main difference is that you have the option
of paying a one-time or monthly fee, rather than
paying a cut of your profits. A major
disadvantage is that your course won't get any
promotion on the platform itself. While you won't
be hosting your course on your own site, you can
redirect visitors to a custom site URL
(e.g.www.yourcourse.com).
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3. A Self- Hosted Course

f you want maximum flexibility and customizability
and aren't afraid to get your hands dirty, a self-
hosted option may be the right move for you (for
example, www.yourcourse.com or
Www.yoursite.com/yourcourse).

While it takes a lot more work to set up and manage,
the main advantage is that beyond the initial -
usually one-time cost — of the software or setup, you
don't pay a cut of your profits or any transaction
fees (besides what your payment processor
charges). While you can hire a developer to design
and set up your course site for you, a better option is
simply to use a WordPress LMS plugin.
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7 Best Online Course Platforms

Once you've decided which type of learning 4 " .
mMmanagement system you want to use, accessa Y
you can figure out which specific

company/platform you want to go with. THINKIFIC

For the rest of this post, I'll go over the best
platforms for each type of LMS (marketplace,

hosted or self-hosted), and discuss the Pros K KAJ A B I

and cons of each.
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1.Udemy

if you're looking to get your online course up and running NOW,

Udemy is one of the best options. You can literally sign up and start offering
courses within a few hours, all without paying a single penny.

Udemy also provides a ton of free training to new course creators, SO you can
learn virtually every aspect of creating and marketing a course.

Students are viewing
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1.Udemy
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friendly, free to sign u
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Your course is hosted on
Udemy rather than on
your own site (e.g,

www.udemy.com/your-
course), low average
course revenue (courses
typically sell for $12.99),
Udemy gets between 25-
50% of general course
sales.



http://www.yoursite.com/yourcourse
http://www.yoursite.com/yourcourse
https://kimgarst.com/udemy
https://kimgarst.com/udemy
https://kimgarst.com/udemy

2. SkillShare
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user-friendly, and it's
completely free to sign up as an instructor.

While Skillshare doesn’t have quite the reach of Udemy, you're still likely to get
quite a bit of reach..especially if your course gets picked up as a “trending”
course.

The downside to Skillshare is their revenue model. Users pay a monthly
subscription fee, and then you get paid $10 for each student who signs up for a
oremium subscription, as well as a small amount (somewhere around $.50) per
mMinute watched in your class.
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2.SkillShare
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Pros:

Requires no techy skills,

user-friendly, free to sign Cons:

up, built-in promaotion,

offers free Revenue model means you need a |ot of
30-day course-building students to molfe decent money; also
challenge to get you up mMeans you don't actually get to

and running. determine how much you charge for

your course(s). Your course is hosted on
Skillshare.com rather than on your own oo
site (www.skillshare.com/your-course).  [o%%
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3.Kajabi

Kajabi is a great option if you want to
create an amazing-looking course
quickly and easily, but don't want to

go through a marketplace like Udemy.

Probably the biggest advantage of
going this route is that you can set
your pricing to whatever you want,
and you have the ultimate control of
your site (for instance, you decide
what your return policy is, whether
you)womt to offer a sale or promotion,
etc.).
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4. Thinkific

Thinkific is quite similar to other hosted
course platforms, with one main advantage:
Thinkific offers a free option that lets you test
drive the platform before you buy. It's also
fairly similar in terms of usability and
monthly cost (apart from the free option).

In terms of features, | would say Thinkific has
the competition beat — so be sure to check
out the full feature list of each before you
commit. If you want to get your site up and
running quickly and don’t want to deal with
the technical aspects of managing a course
site, Thinkific is great!
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5.Zippy_Courses

If you're planning to create
Multiple online courses, Zippy.
Courses may be the way to go.

PAWESOME _
PETS ACADEMY

ZIpRY Is an all-in-one course
creator that allows you to create
unlimited courses, with unlimited
sales pages and have unlimited
students..and they don't take a
cut of your profits. Zippy also
allows you to set different tiers for
your course: for instance, offering
a regular and premium tier.
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6.1. earnDash

If you have a WordPress site, a plugin
ike LearnDdash may be the right
choice for you. It comes with all the
features and benefits you'd expect
from online course software, PLUS you
host your course right on your own
site (www.yoursite.com/yourcourse).

This means you have total control
and total flexibility over how you run
your course. Of course, this also
means that if you run into technical
difficulties, the buck stops with YOU!
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7.AccessAlly

This WordPress plugin is a little different
than other learning management systems
because it is also designed to work as a
membership site solution. It far exceeds
any others | have found..and it’s the one |
personally use on my site.

—

The beautiful thing about AccessAlly is that
with one tool, you can do payments, course
creation, have complex integrations, do
member management, along with some
pretty amazing automations. Another cool
feature is that it allows you to do quizzes —
pretty cool, right?
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7.AccessAlly
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But, remember that there is no one “right” option..there’s only the right
option for YOU.

Carefully consider how involved you want to be in the design and
mManagement of your course site, and how quickly you want to get it up and
running. It's also imperative that you consider the long-term costs
associated with each option!

Creating an online course is a great way to create passive income for you
and your business!

+ + + +
+ + + +
+ + + +
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